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BORDER DELIMITATION AND DEMARCATION:  

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 

  

Challenges related to international boundary definition and the lack of border 

demarcation/delimitation that a number of States are facing is an obstacle to border security and 

management and a threat to the territorial integrity of a number of States. 

 

One of the most important issues for countries is demarcation of their boundaries with each 

other. The importance of territory and boundary and their direct relationship with countries 

governance causes the countries to consider this issue with great sensitivity and demarcate their 

boundaries with special obsession. If in the past, inadequate delimitations were done and if after 

delimitation, demarcation was not done, led to territorial and boundary disputes between the 

countries now, countries with much attention to the importance of the delimitation and 

demarcation, consider their effective, adequate and efficient implementation. 

 

Boundary demarcation on the ground is very important. First, with the establishment of 

boundary on the ground, the possibility of any territorial disputes between neighboring 

countries will be less in the future. Second, the physical presence of the boundary line makes 

border management activities easier more effective. Third, a well-marked boundary, allows 

people on both sides of the boundary, especially in densely populated areas, or areas where 

nomads cross the boundary daily, to be aware of their position, while they are moving. 

 

Border experts acknowledge that boundary maintenance and protection is of key importance 

and must be undertaken appropriately and shared with neighboring country through specific 

structures and arrangements. Usually, a permanent joint commission is responsible for 

management and maintenance of boundary line from both sides. These commissions have to 

organize regular meetings in order to discuss about the need for any repair, maintenance or 

columns displacement and usually send their reports to the highest authorities of the two 

countries to approve or amend.  
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