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UPPER SEVERSKY DONETS GEOPARK - A NEW INNOVATIVE 

REGIONAL PROJECT IN UKRAINE 

 

A European Geopark is a territory which includes a particular geological heritage and 

a sustainable territorial development strategy supported by a European program to 

promote development. 

 

Currently there is no Geopark in Ukraine, so the creation of the first recreational and 

educational complex "Upper Seversky Donets Geopark" in the country is an urgent 

and timely task of the regional development. 

 

The overall objective of the project is to form a recreational and educational network 

of "Upper Seversky Donets Geopark" in the Kharkiv region. 

 

The final beneficiaries of this project are: territorial communities of Kharkiv and the 

districts of the Kharkiv region, which are located in the area of the basin river 

Siversky Donets (the number of about 2.2 million people). 

 

Specific project objectives include: 

 

1. Creation of a complex recreational and educational product that can influence 

the improvement of the living standards of the inhabitants, their health, 

attractiveness of the Kharkiv region for domestic and foreign tourists, 

increasing its competitiveness on national and international scales. 
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2. Arranging of recreation areas (ecofanzon), excursion facilities, geological, 

ecological and historical-cultural monuments, tourist shelters with zones of 

comfort for people with disabilities. 

3. Development of information support strategy for the operation of "Upper 

Seversky Donets Geopark" and its representation in the European media 

space in order to increase the awareness of target audiences and potential 

investors. 

4. Arranging a cycle of preparations for joining the European Network of 

Geoparks (EGN), namely the study of experience of Geoparks of Finland, 

Germany, France and Italy, a series of scientific and organizational measures 

to meet the criteria for membership in the European Network of Geoparks. 

 

The main expected results of the project are: 

 

1. Creation of conditions for improving the quality of life of local communities that 

will enter the regional recreational and educational platform on the basis of 

forming a network of reference ecofanzones. 

2. A set of materials for the visualization of educational and scientific services, 

which can be provided by the Geopark 

3. Putting into operation of the Web site "Upper Seversky Donets Geopark" and 

its information support in social networks. 

4. Creation of an international scientific and educational site for in-depth study of 

the geology of the Kharkiv region and its usage in educational, scientific and 

tourist purposes by the project's target groups. 

5. Formation of medium-term organizational conditions for creating new 

workplaces in Geopark distribution areas (green, event and scientific tourism, 

security, catering, etc.). 

 

The total estimated cost of the project is 125 000 euros. 

 

The target groups of the project are: local governments, educational institutions, 

scientific institutions, non-profit local community organizations, residents of Kharkiv 

and tourists from EU. 

 

 


